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FROM THE EDITOR 


So it’s only February, but things are hotting up 
here at the Film & TV Mag! We have a treat for 
you with our cover star this month, Arjun Gupta 
from the SyFy hit show THE MAGICIANS, who 
talks to us about his role as Penny, and tells us 
what gets him all fired up. Leaving that aside, 
though, we have a treat for Marvel fans, with our 
look back at the Marvel Cinematic Universe, a 
review of M. Night Shyamalan's long awaited new 
movie Split’, and the usual heads up on all the 
upcoming releases on film and TV! 


You can't miss our goodbye to the Resident Evil 
franchise, or our ten reasons to watch - this 
month, it’s the turn of PREACHER, the hidden 
gem you might have missed first time around. 
Stick all this together with our Indie of the Month 
- FOUR LIONS - and our short film showcase, and 
you have an unmissable issue. 


It really is a must read this month! 


DISCLAIMER: Please note, all videos thoughtout this 
magazine will require an internet connection to view. 
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BY KAY SCOBLE 


2016 was a rough year, in terms of losing many, 
many talented individuals. 2017, however, looks 
to be following in its older sibling's footsteps, with 
the news that Sir John Hurt has died, aged 77, 
from prostate cancer. 

John Hurt’s long and varied career gives him 
the rare distinction of being instantly recognisable 
and relatable to several generations, whether you 
remember him as the iconic ELEPHANT MAN, 
or as Kane in ALIEN, the nightmarish creature 
bursting from his chest, or even as the War Doctor 
in DOCTOR WHO. 

For me, and perhaps somewhat poignantly, 
he will forever be the doomed Winston Smith 


from the film adaptation of George Orwell's 1984. 


Perhaps now more than ever, the role carries 
more weight, and bears more significance, than 
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at any other time since the novel was written. 
Contrast this role with Hurt’s portrayal of 
Sutler in V FOR VENDETTA, and perhaps, you 
wonder, was Hurt being somewhat prescient 
with his choice of roles? Both movies and roles 
are iconic, with the role of Smith weighty and 
serious, contrasted with the somewhat more 
cartoonish Sutler, but perhaps now, they speak 
to us more clearly than ever before. 

Sir John Hurt has impacted many, many 
people, in many, many ways, but, in these 
troubled times, the roles of Winston Smith and 


Sutler aren't a bad legacy at all. 
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- THE 100 (SEASON 4) 
Starring: Eliza Taylor, Bob Morley, Marie Avgeropoulos, 
Henry lan Cusick 
The CW's post-apocalyptic drama Is back for its 4th season 
as the struggle for survival on Earth gets more desperate. 


- POWERLESS (NEW) 
Starring: Venessa Hudgens, Danny Pudi, Alan Tudyk 
The CW's post-apocalyptic drama is back for its 4th season 
as the struggle for survival on Earth gets more desperate. 


- TRAINING DAY (NEW) 
Starring: Justin Cornwell, Bill Paxton, Drew Van Acker 
Rebooting the original movie, Training Day is part crime 
procedural part serial story. A grizzled LAPD detective 
partners with an idealistic rookie. 


- SANTA CLARITA DIET (NEW) 
Starring: Drew Barrymore, Timothy Olyphant, Thomas 
Crawford 
Life changing circumstances lead happily married Santa 
Clarita realtors down a path of death and destruction. 
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FEB 5 - 24: LEGACY (NEW) 

Starring: Corey Hawkins, Charlie Hofheimer, Miranda Otto 
It's another reboot, FOX’s smash hit back for another go 
with the same time format but all new characters and 
stories. 


FEB 6 - APB (NEW) 

Starring: Justin Kirk, Natalie Martinez, Tamberla Perry 
This new crime procedural follows a recently privatised 
(ole) K(e{=mm 0] n=You] alenam oLU}adj ale Mell ladualepex-tole(-muc-xel al ale] lole\amcomUls\-mi la 
idalom ile ]alar-letclialimel al palce 


FEB 7 - IMPOSTERS (NEW) 

Starring: Inbar Lavi, Samuel Patrick Chu, Aaron Douglas, 
Megan Park 

New black comedy series following a con artist who seduces 
her victims, robs them blind and disappears without a trace. 


FEB & - THE EXPANSE (SEASON 2) 


Starring: Dan Stevens, Mackenzie Gray, Scott Lawrence 


The conspiracies deepen as tensions between Earth and 
Mars escalates, leaving the belters caught in the middle of 
impending, all-out war. 


FEB 8 - LEGION (NEW) 

Starring: Steven Strait, Thomas Jane, Dominique Tipper 
Legion follows the schizophrenic adventures of it’s central 
(ol af=] pr=lotd=1 enV al@ m=] eto lm are] 0) ol-1alsmcoms ol- mi dal-maaleie-lalqn-io]ale) me) als 
Charles Xavier. 


EB 13 - HUMANS (SEASON 2) 

Starring: Gemma Chan, Katherine Parkinson, Lucy Carless 
Season 2 picks up 6 months later, with the synths scattered, 
ola dalommelamelemalieliaremelel alam al-\Wi\var-boss1laal=te male] narclamU\ict<e 


FEB 15 - DOUBT(NEW) 

Starring: Katherine Heigl, Kobi, Libii, Lauren Blumenfeld 
The new legal procedural from Grey's Anatomy writers 
follows a successful defense attorney who becomes 
romantically involved with her client. 


FEB 19 - BIG LITTLE LIES (MINI-SERIES) 

Starring: Alexander Skarsgard, James Tupper, Laura Dern 
An adaption of Liane Moriarty’s book about three women 
who become friends, but things get complicated when 
secrets are revealed and someone ends up dead... 


FEB 19 - THE GOOD FIGHT (NEW) 


Starring: Christine Baranski, Justin Bartha, Cush Jumbo 


A spin-off from CBS's critically successful series The Good 
Wife’. 


FEB 20 - BATES MOTEL (FINAL SEASON) 
Starring: Freddie Highmore, Vera Farmiga, Max Thieriot 
Set two years after his mother’s death, Norman appears 
happy and well adjusted, but appearances can be deceiving. 
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- THE BREAKS (NEW) 
Starring: Marcus Callender, De’Adre Aziza, Gloria Reuben 
Drama set in New York's hip hop community of the 1990s, 
continuing the story from VH1's original movie of the same 
name. 


- THE BLACKLIST: REDEMPTION (NEW) 
Starring: Ryan Eggold, Edi Gathegi, Famke Janssen 
Following its backdoor pilot in Season 3’s Alexander Kirk’ 
episode, the spin-off follows Tom Keen as he joins the 
covert mercenary organisation: Grey Matters. 


- TAKEN (NEW) 
Starring: Clive Standen, James Landry Hébert, Simu Liu 
A prequel to the action trilogy, following a younger version 
of Liam Neeson’s Bryan Mills character, as he acquires his 
particular set of skills. 


- WHEN WE RISE (MINI-SERIES) 
Starring: Guy Pearce, Mary-Louise Parker, Rachel Griffiths 
Eight-part docu-drama miniseries chronicling the real- 
life events of the LGBT community's fight for civil rights in 
America. 
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ICE CHARLIE TRACY JILLIAN 
CUBE DAY MORGAN SELL 


MILES LONG 


WHAT WERE THEY 
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A CURE FOR WELLNESS 


MATT DAMON 
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THE VISIT, INSIDIOUS & THE GIFT 
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The Penn 
drops with 
Arjun Gupta 
from 


If you haven't stumbled across THE MAGICIANS 
over the last year or so, you've probably been living 
under a rock! Based on the trilogy of novels by 
acclaimed author Lev Grossman, THE MAGICIANS 
dives deep into the world of Brakebills College of 
Magical Pedagogy, the only school of magic in North 
America. Sound familiar? While, at first glance, 
THE MAGICIANS sounds a lot like the Harry Potter 
storyline, it’s aimed at adults, and the TV show carries 
that premise through. 

Arjun Gupta plays Penny, a pivotal figure who, 
in a sense, shapes the whole direction of the show. 
Perhaps best known for playing Sam on NURSE 
JACKIE, Arjun has also appeared in HOW TO GET 
AWAY WITH MURDER and LIMITLESS. However, it Is 
perhaps the role of Penny which will be his defining 
role to date: a multi-layered, complex character, he 
is at once both relatable and somewhat alien. 

Arjun takes the time to talk to us at the end of filming 
season two of THE MAGICIANS, about his role, the 
show, and what inspires him. 

“We're wrapping up filming at the moment,” he 


OUT FOR OURSELVES. 


explains. “Tomorrow’s our last day, and 
today I'm starting the packing process, 
which is always more daunting than it 
should be.” THE MAGICIANS films in 
Vancouver, Canada. “It’s a remarkable 


place to film,” says Arjun. “It’s such 


a great city. What it’s afforded us as a 
show, from a standpoint of different 
locations we ve got to go to, it’s been so 


WE DONT HAVE AN ASLAN. 

OR A DUMBLEDORE. WE'RE 
YOUNG ADULTS - MID TWENTIES 
- AND WERE FIGURING THINGS 


exciting! We've gotten 
to take the show out to 
bigger, different, and 
even more. exciting 
locations this season. 

It's been even more 

magical, so Vancouver's been amazing.” 
For the uninitiated, though, what 

is THE MAGICIANS all about? “THE 
MAGICIANS is a show based on a trilogy 
of books of the same title, written by Lev 
Grossman,” Arjun explains. “It follows 
these six characters who are finding out 
that they are magicians. The easiest and 


most productive way of describing it is 


like Harry Potter 
for adults. It takes the ‘magical 
education’ genre and explores that from 
a more adult space. 
“The other that’s 
exciting about it is that it turns some of 


thing really 
those fantasy tropes on their heads. We 
don't have an Aslan, or a Dumbledore. 
We're young adults - mid twenties - and 
we re figuring things out for ourselves. 
We don't really have many guidance 
figures, which is so much more true to 
life. At the end of the day, in real life, 
we're all just figuring it out on our own. 
That really comes into play in season 
two, because a big part of the season 
is that you have a group of people that 
have a little bit of education, a little bit 


of information about magic, 
and are now placed in these 
scenarios where they're not 
really prepared. Eliot is a king. 
We're all still battling this Beast 
by ourselves, with only a little bit 
of magical knowledge. 

“That’s where we kick off the 
season. | [Penny] have no hands 
any more! So we have to pick 
through this stuff that none of 
us are really prepared for, which 
is kinda like real life You have 
your preparation, and your life 
knowledge, and you kind of just 
have to figure it out.” 


In season one, Penny was one 


of the more edgy, mysterious 


and complex characters we 


saw, and it sounds as though his 
development into season two may raise 
more questions than answers, in terms 
of what makes him tick. “This season is 
really interesting,” says Arjun. ‘When we 
saw Penny in season one, he was there 
[at Brakebills] because he heard these 
voices in his head, and he was going to 
this magical university so that he could 
get rid of it. He goes down this rabbit 
hole and finds that he’s a Traveler, and 
has even more magical prowess than 
he was aware of. He reluctantly keeps 
going on this path towards becoming a 
magician. 

“At the end of season one, once 
Penny loses his hands - season two 


directly picks up on that moment - Penny 
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has a choice to make. Because the 
hands are the conduit for magic, 
hascm x) anten’{-1e mane) aamallaaverelavem a\-mat-ls 
the choice to make about whether 
to try to get it back, or whether to 
just move forward in life without 
magic, which was not something 
that he wanted to begin with. It’s 
a really interesting place that 
we meet Penny in season two, 
because he’s battling that choice 
Vave Mantle) aa kee (eMmr-) ale Mal-MomKel-iemr- [ale 
confused, and uncomfortable, so 
we get to see a lot of new facets of 
Penny in this season, which was 
really exciting to play as an actor. 
Hopefully, it'll be exciting for the 
audience to watch!” 

While Penny may _ have 
lost his magic, his abilities as 
a Traveler are inherent. “His 
Traveling is the one thing that 
he can do without his hands, 
actually,” explains Arjun. “That's 
like an innate gift he has, that 
has nothing to do with being the 
conduit. He doesn't have to use 
spells to Travel, he can just Travel. 
The Traveling definitely plays 
a role. Penny, as is his nature, 
separates from the group a lot. At 
the beginning of the season, we're 
still dealing with the Beast, and 
then, once that comes to some 
form of resolution - and | will not 
tell you what that resolution is - 
Penny starts on his own quest. 


That quest is definitely going to 
a lot of different worlds, some 
surprising, and some _ familiar, 
but he approaches those familiar 
places ina different way. We don't 
find out more about where his 
Traveling comes from yet, that’s 
to be saved for - hopefully - later 
seasons.” 

In season one, we saw Penny 
struggling with some demons of 
his own, particularly in his drug 
use, which Arjun defends. ‘| think 
that in this place of growing up, 
a lot of season one had to do 
with what are Penny’s avoidance 
techniques. A _ lot 
of it was sex and 
drugs. As season 
two embarks, and as 
he’s making these 
choices, you start 
to see Penny grow, 
and how he starts 
to cope in different 
ways now. He's given 
a lot of opportunities 
to go back - and to 
go forward - so it’s 
interesting to watch 
what he chooses.” 

As a character, 
Penny has far more 
of an edge to him 
than most of the others, and 
gives off something more of a 
dangerous air, which, in turn, 


#% 


WE GET TO SEE A LOT OF NI 
FACETS OF PENNY IN THIS SI 
WHICH WAS REALLY EXCITIN 
PLAY AS AN ACTOR. HOPEFU 
ITLL BE EXCITING FOR THE 
AUDIENCE TO WATCH! 
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affects how he fits in with the other 
characters. “That's one of the most fun 
things for me when | get to play Penny,” 
says Arjun. “This guy, he’s such a loner, 
such a lone wolf, and he sees himself as 
a hawk amongst pigeons to begin with, 
It’s all his defence mechanisms. I, as an 
actor, can see that, but with Penny, that’s 
just how he thinks, how he operates. That 
was his survival technique, growing up 
the way that he did. 

“It’s really fun, putting that kind of 
energy in when he’s forced to be with the 
group, because he doesn't want to have 
a lot of compassion. When they start to 
do stupid things, he’s very open with his 
displeasure. It’s also a really fun place 
to get uncomfortable, so he has to figure 
it out. The circumstances are so big, in 
that they all need each other to tackle the 
Beast, which was what was forcing that 
through season one, and what continues 
in season two. Then new forces conspire 
to keep different groups together, and 
it’s really fun, because he just hates it so 
much! He also needs it so much, and he 
doesn't know how to deal with that. It’s 
good fun for me to play, and, hopefully, 
will continue to be fun to watch.” 

Prior to auditioning for the role of 
Penny, Arjun hadn't heard of the books by 
Lev Grossman. “When | got the audition 
back in fall 2014, | fell in love with the 
script, because Sera [Gamble] and John 
[McNamara] had written such a beautiful 
pilot. Then | decided | wanted the part, so 
waited on reading the books until | either 


got it, or didn't get it. | didn’t want to fall 
in love with the books, and then want this 
project even more, and then get in my 
own way. You know what happens when 
we care too much about something: we 
tend to not perform as well, we might get 
tight, might put too much pressure on it. 


“THIS GUY, HE'S SUCH A LONER. 
SUCH A LONE WOLF, AND HE 
SEES HIMSELF AS A HAWK 
AMONGST PIGEONS TO BEGIN 
WITH. IT’S ALL HIS DEFENCE 
MECHANISMS. 


“When | got the part, | bought them all! | 
read them all very quickly, and | love them. 
They are fantastic pieces of literature, and 
they transcend the genre to just be ‘good 
books. It’s really remarkable to witness 
Lev's growth as a writer from book one, to 
two, to three. They were only his second, 
third and fourth books respectively. 
They're thrilling, and it’s an honour, ina lot 
of ways, to get to tackle such good works 
in a medium. It’s an honour, and, at times, 
a daunting task, but this is where | get to 
shout out to the fans who have been so 
supportive, and really understanding as 
we make the shift to a different medium. 
There are certain things that are required, 
and they've been open and receptive, and 
great about the whole thing!” 

Of course, given all these juicy details 
about Penny's journey, it wouldn't be fair 
to not poke at what season two has to offer 
in general. Arjun is enthusiastic. “What it 
feels like is that we got our first season 
under the belt. That was our rookie year, 
and | feel like, this year... you know at 
bowling, when you have the guards up and 
you can't roll into the gutter? Not that we 
had those on last year, but imagine that 
we took off whatever constraints that we 
had, whatever fear that we had, and said 
‘let’s play more. 

“We're taking more risks with the 
show. We go to darker places, we go to 
funnier places. It feels more expansive, 
it feels more epic, it just feels bigger. The 
heartbreak is gonna be bigger. The love is 
gonna be bigger. The excitement is gonna 
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be bigger. The drama is gonna be bigger. Get also about professionalism. Anna Deaveare 


your seatbelt ready, because this is gonna be Smith is such an inspiration and a mentor to 


a wild ride!” me, in a lot of ways, and I’m so honoured to 

This isn’t Arjun’s first starring role, call her a friend. In her understanding of the 
though, having appeared on NURSE 
JACKIE as a regular, which was a very 
different show indeed. “| call my time 
on NURSE JACKIE my ‘grad school’,” 


says Arjun. “I'd been out of college for EDIE FALCO, 10 ME. IS 


maybe a year when | started working 
on that show, and to get to work with GRACE PERSONIFIED WITH 


the incredible human beings and 


artists | got to work with, | learned so THE VG THAT SHE 
much, not only about ein but HANDLES THE SET. 


SS 


power of storytelling, and the importance of 
storytelling, and the advocacy which it allows, 
which is something that resonates incredibly 
strongly with me. 


“Edie Falco, to me, is grace personified 


with the way that she handles the set, she was 
our captain. That was her show - rightfully so, 
after many, many years. The grace with which 
she handled being the captain, the leader of 
that set was a huge lesson and a huge model 
for me, as | am now in that position. With 
my fellow castmates, all of us 


Weg ee eee 


are that person, together. Edie set a tone 
of collaboration and of community, in which 
everyone is important. She was very good at 
making sure the crew was aware that they 
were as important as she was, and that is 
something | believe in 100%. 

“We have the most incredible crew up 
here in Vancouver, and to me it’s so important. 
| can't do my job without them, they can't do 
their job without us. It’s too often we get the 
credit, and a lot of the attention. 


| | fi 
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| get it, because that’s the way the system 
is set up, but | can’t do my job without the 
location support. | can’t do my job without 
the grips who move the lights that let me 
be seen, and without the electrics who turn 
the light on in the right way that makes me 
look great - better than | look in real Life! All 
these things are really important! We have 
a collection of artists here. We have a dolly 
grip, Lionel [Hebert] - the way she moves 
the camera... she’s reading the scripts and 
saying if | move the camera this way, | can 
tell this story’, and that is such a blessing, 
to have a collaborative space of artists, 
all trying to serve something bigger than 
themselves, which is the story. 

“One thing on set is the respect we all 
have for one another, but that it also allows 
for us to have a ton of fun! We realise that, 
at the end of the day, we're all in this shit 
together, and we re just making a fucking TV 
show! Let's all have a little fun with It, let’s 
remember that we get to be magicians, let’s 
remember that we've got a special effects 
team run by Darren Marcoux, an incredible 
team that will set things on fire on a daily 
basis! We get to do crazy fun stuff! 

“From a standpoint of comparison 
[between the sets of NURSE JACKIE and 
THE MAGICIANS], it’s just a group of people 
who come from a place of gratitude, and 
come from a place of collaboration. What 
that allows for is a really remarkable on-set 
experience, one that is too often not the case 
in this industry. Too often, it’s one of fear and 
ego, and! feel very blessed and honoured, an 
incredibly grateful for one of my first shows 


to have been a model of not fear and ego, but 
gratitude and collaboration. | feel grateful 
that I’m with a group of cast members who 
feel the same as | do, and that we can help 
create that as well. 

“You've opened up something that 
| feel very passionate about, especially 
at this moment in time. I’m coming from 
a country that is so clearly divided, and 
so clearly scared. I’ve started to do more 
outreach, and I've started to talk to people 
on both sides of the issues, both sides of 
this ‘two Americas’. Whether it’s black or 
white, people of minority/people of majority, 
whichever way you want to frame it, there 
are a lot of schisms right now in America. 
What we need, what | hope for, and what | 
think would help is more spaces of gratitude 
and collaboration. Right now, there are a lot 
of spaces of fear and ego. That’s something 
I'm thinking a lot about these days, and as | 
leave this collection of artists | get to work 
with in the next couple of days, | appreciate 
it even more.” 

It goes without saying that fans of THE 
MAGICIANS want to know whether there 
will be a third season. “I’ve been around this 
business for eleven years,” says Arjun. “And 
what I’ve learned is that you never know 
something for sure until it’s final. That’s so 
out of my control that | just let it go. | hope so! 
| think that we've done an immense amount 
of work to, hopefully, earn that, but it’s really 
up to whether we ve earned it, and that’s up 
to whether the fans show up and appreciate 
what we're doing, and if they want more. 
The dice have been cast, and we've finished 
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shooting, and now we're just waiting to see how 
it lands. | hope so! It'd be fun to come back and 
do more.” 

Aside from THE MAGICIANS, Arjun keeps 
himself busy with other projects. “| do a weekly 
podcast,” he explains. ‘It’s called American Desis, 
and it explores what it means to be south Asian in 
the United States today, through conversations. | 
co-host it with my brother - he’s not really my 
brother, but he feels like it now - Akaash Singh, 
who's acomedian in New York. |also runa theatre 
company in LA - it’s called Ammunition Theatre - 
and we re producing a play. It’s in pre-production 
right now, and will open in late February. Those 
are the two things I’m working on. There's a 
couple of projects which might be in the mix, one 
of which will be really exciting - I’m just going to 
tease you that way! It’s back to the hustle, back to 
the grind now! Now the season's over, It’s like... 
‘alright, let’s go get another job!’” 

Well, it certainly seems as though we have 
plenty to look forward to with THE MAGICIANS 
this season, and plenty more to look out for from 
Arjun. 


THE MAGICIANS premiered on Syfy in the USA 
on January 26th. 


LINKS: 

- AMERICAN DESIS 

- AMMUNITION THEATRE 
- THE MAGICIANS (SYFY) 
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pushing that envelope was only going to make 
this film go so far. This is something that Morris 
INDIE OF THE MONTH 


clearly knows, as whilst the film’s subject matter 


is shocking, It's not what the film relies on. 
This is a film that makes for good comedy in its 
own right, and a lot of it is quite basic slapstick 
humour. lf Frank Spencer was a terrorist, he'd be 


in this film 

Our main characters are Omar, played 
by Riz Ahmed, and Waj, the runt-of-the-litter 
character played by Kayvan Novak. These are 
brilliantly portrayed characters, especially 
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BY GARY SHEPPARD 


I've always loved Chris Morris. Since | first 
discovered him on THE DAY TODAY [I know, late 
to the party), I’ve had a great fondness for his 
subversion of media. Barring “Nathan Barley”, 
which | was never a fan of, I’ve loved everything of 
his that I’ve seen. FOUR LIONS is his feature film 
and directorial debut, and was a collaboration 
between Film4 and Warp Films. 

The premise, as you would expect from 
Morris, is particularly controversial. It’s the story 
of a group of Islamic terrorists trying to organise 
a major suicide bombing. Trouble is, they're not 
very good terrorists and what we end up with is 
THE GOONS meets fundamentalism. If you're not 
reading this and at least thinking it’s a little close 
to the bone, then you're officially beyond help. 

With shows like SOUTH PARK and FAMILY 
GUY raking in the ratings, we're quite used to 
comedy designed purely to be shocking, so 


J) 
HVQUQQOUUUUUENUUQQUULUUEEOUQQOUEUUEENOQOOULEUUEAO OOOO EUUEEO OOOO EEUUECO OOOO VEE OU OOOO VEE 
FILM & TV MAGAZINE 


, 
ce a 


Novak's portrayal of Waj, who you come to 
feel for; he’s clearly not that bright and he’s 
getting caught up in something he doesn't truly 
understand. By the end of the film, you end up 
almost willing them on to success, which is a 
strange thing considering they're planning on 
doing something particularly horrendous. 

In true Chris Morris fashion, everything 
seems feasible and realistic, but hugely over 
the top and cynically lampooned. There's an 
argument between two armed 
police as to the difference between 
a Wookiee and a Honey Monster 
while they seek out a target to 
shoot, there’s a debate as to 
whether or not the terrorists 

should bomb a branch of 


Boots, and an accidental firing 


of a rocket launcher held the 
wrong way round. Where Morris has 
always been best is taking a super- 
serious subject and not taking it 
seriously, and this is bang on. 

| say that it’s not taking the 
subject matter seriously, but like 
all good political comedy, it still 


makes you think. Whilst everything cl 
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is caricatured, It’s still making some 
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you stop and consider the reality. It’s expertly 
done in that regard. 

In short, this is a film in incredibly poor 
taste, but one that makes some good points 
and actually treats the subject matter better 
than you might think. You'll certainly come away 
from it feeling that it was unnecessarily over 
the top, but that only serves to remind us that 
the modern world is unnecessarily over the top. 
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serious points. The radicalisation of 


the vulnerable, the danger of keeping 
an eye on the wrong people and 
the questionability of the capability 
of some of the people trusted with 
protecting us are all brought up as 
salient points. That’s the beauty of a 
film like this, you'll laugh, you'll feel 
bad for laughing but that will make 
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FROM THE STUDIO THAT BROUGHT YOU THE AVENGERS 


Hee 
As we venture further into Phase 3 of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, it’s a good time to look 


back at the twelve movies that came before. Phase 3 won't end until 2019, but this year we 
will get three more of the eleven currently slated for the current phase. As we ramp up for 
Guardians Of the Galaxy Vol 2, Spiderman Homecoming and Thor Ragnarok this year, let's 
look at how we got here. FYI: for anyone who hasn't seen the previous twelve films, there will 
be spoilers ahead. If you haven't gotten around to a specific movie just yet, skip the paragraph 
for it if you would like. 


IRONMAN 


(2008) 
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We've been on this road for almost=Stark’s origin story while keeping 


nine years now, and what an amazing =the base importance of it. From his 
journey it’s been. While some movies= injury and subsequent abduction by 
were certainly better than others,=the terrorist organization the Ten 
lron Man certainly left its mark on the= Rings, to his escape and the defeat 


world, changing comic book movies = of his father’s former right hand who 


forever. Not only did it resurrectZalso formulated a giant metal suit, 
Robert Downey Jr.'s career, it also=becoming Iron Monger. 
showed that comic book movies can 


be good. We were cleverly introduced 
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to characters we now feel are a 
part of our family, updating Tony 


INCREDIBLE HULK 


(2008) 


Following up  from_ the 
release of Iron Man came 
Edward Norton’s take on 
The Incredible Hulk. Coming 
off far better than the 2003 
Eric Bana film, Hulk, The 
Incredible Hulk released five 
years later finally gave fans 
a lot of what they had been 
wanting in a movie based 
on the Hulk, AKA Dr. Bruce 
Banner. Telling another 
origin story, this time about 
a scientist with a serious 
anger Issue, we follow Bruce 
Banner after his failed 
experiment with gamma 
radiation that caused him to 
turn into a giant green rage- 
monster and attack his lover 
and partner, Betty Ross, 
played by Liv Tyler. Possibly 
the best part of this version 
of The Hulk’s story was the 
inclusion of Abomination, 
another gamma_ radiation 
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Thunderbolt Ross, played by William 


creature played by Tim Roth. Spanish = Hurt, into helping him locate Dr. Banner 


Harlem never had a chance when these = for the Avengers Initiative. 
two faced off, but the fight was kind of 
fun to watch... and so was Tony Stark’s 


appearance toward the end to see if he 


could talk Betty Ross's father, General 
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IRONMAN 2 


(2010) 


Coming two years after The 
Incredible Hulk, we got the 
sequel to Iron Man. This time, 
Tony Stark had to face off against 
the son of one of his father’s 
former partners, a Russian 
scientist named Anton Vanko. 
His son, lvan Vanko, played by 
Mickey Rourke, decides to take 
revenge upon the Stark family, 
Tony specifically, the only one 
left. This was due to lvan’s father 
feeling he had full rights to the 
Arc Reactor, the very thing that 35 
powers Tony's suits. We are also 
introduced to the first woman 
on the Avengers team, Black 
Widow, AKA Natasha Romanoff 
played by Scarlett Johansson. 
Lastly, we are also given another 
hero that some were hoping 
to see since Iron Man, Colonel 
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James “Rhodey” Rhodes as War 


Machine, played this time by [ 
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NEXT 
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE FIRST AVENGER 


In 2011, we finally stepped away 
from Earth, and were introduced to 
the expanded realms of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe in Thor. Chris 
Hemsworth was introduced to the 
future Avengers cast as the title 
role, while his father, Odin, and 
adopted brother, Loki, were played 
by Anthony Hopkins and Tom 
Hiddleston respectively. To many, 
while this was supposed to bea film 
about Thor, the God of Thunder, his 
brother, Loki, the God of Mischief, 
stole the show as the _ villain, 
securing his place in future films. 
After causing Thor to be banished 
from their home realm of Asgard, 
the realm of the Gods, Loki sets his 
sights on destroying Thor so that 
he can take his presumed rightful 
place on the throne. Loki goes a bit 
mad after discovering his true roots 
as a Frost Giant from Jotunheim, 
another realm where the sworn 
enemies of Asgardians come from. 
Thor manages to overcome his 
brother’s madness, but at the cost 
of that same brother who falls from 
the shattered rainbow bridge and 
into the abyss of space. 


THE FIRST AVENGER 
(2011) 


Possibly the most famous of all of the 
characters introduced so far, in 2011 we 
are finally introduced to Steve Rogers, 
AKA Captain America, and how he came 
to be. Played by Chris Evans, the second 
of the three Chris’ that the MCU will end 
up having, we see small sickly Steve 
determinedtofollowhisbestfriend, James 
“Bucky” Barnes, played by Sebastian 
Stan, into World War II. While many of 
the previous films follow the origin story 
fairly closely, Captain America: The First 
Avenger made a very distinct change to 
Steve Rogers’ past. Rather than keeping 
the original story of Bucky Barnes being 
a teenager who walked in on Captain 
America changing and declared that Cap 
needed a sidekick (like Batman already 
had at this point in comic book history), 
we are given a friendship that surpasses 
time. In addition to this change, we are 
introduced to Howard Stark, Tony Stark’s 
father, played by Dominic Cooper, and 
the great Agent Peggy Carter, Hayley 
Atwell, who both do their best to assist 
Steve in taking down the villain. Speaking 
of, Hugo Weaving gives us possibly the 
scariest villain In the MCU, Red Skull, 
the head of HYDRA, using an ancient 
Asgardian artifact- The Tesseract- to try 
and destroy the world. 
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THE AVENGERS 


THE AVENGERS 


(2012) 


At the end of Captain America: The First 
Avenger, we see Steve Rogers wake 
from over seventy years of being frozen 
after bringing down a HYDRA plane over 
the Arctic Shelf. The Avengers brings us 
into aworld where Steve Rogers is trying 
to find his way, while the other heroes 
in previous films all come together, 
some quite brutally at first, eventually 
forming a team. They must face off 
against Thor's fallen brother, Loki, 
who has been overtaken by a servant 
of Thanos, the Mad Titan. Who’s he, 
you might ask? Well the MCU has only 
shown him in brief moments, we will all 
have to wait until further into Phase 3 to 
really get to know him in this universe. 
We are also introduced to another alien 
race, the Chitauri, who follow Loki’s 
mad plan to try to take over the Earth 
realm (Midgard), with a scepter that can 
enslave minds. With this, he enslaves a 
few SHIELD agents as well as a member 
of the Avengers, one we were briefly 
introduced to in Thor: Clint Barton, AKA 
Hawkeye. As Clint manages to break the 
hold Loki has on his mind with the help 
of his closest friend, Natasha Romanoff, 
the team comes together to defeat Loki 
and the Chitauri, saving the world but at 
the cost of a lot of New York City, thus 
ending Phase One. 


IRON MAN 3 


(2013) 


Bringing us into Phase 2 of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe Is Iron Man 3, a 
movie that missed the mark in quite 
a few ways, perhaps by trying to do 
too much at once. Firstly, Tony Stark 
is struggling with the aftermath of 
The Avengers where he almost died. 
On top of this, we are introduced to 
Extremis, an experimental treatment 
that causes those exposed to it to 
eventually become human bombs, 
more or less. Lastly, we are also 
presented with Iron Man's. arch 
nemesis, the Mandarin. Most comic 
book fans were lost at how the 
Mandarin, played by Sir Ben Kingsley, 
was presented as first a terrorist and 
then a British character actor hired 
by the creator of Extremis. At the end 
of the film, we are presented with 
Rhodey briefly taking the mantel of 
the Iron Patriot, a rebranding of War 
Machine, and a hint at Pepper Potts’ 
as Rescue, as she survives a fall after 
being infected with Extremis. At the 
end of the film, Tony Stark destroys 
most of the suits he'd made in the 
aftermath of The Avengers, working 
to get over his fears and become a 
normal human being again, or as 
normal as any Stark can be. 


 - 


u (piel lia 
= | P fad 5 Lt 


MAAN a) 


phos, 


E- nok Or 
racenoo! 


THOR: THE DARK WORLD 


THOR 


THE DARK WORLD 
(2013) 


Again dealing with the aftermath of 
The Avengers, we are now shown 
the fate of Loki after his attack on 
Earth. Thor brings him back to 
Asgard for his punishment, which 
seems to be life in prison. At this 
point, the MCU is starting to ramp 
up toward the Infinity Wars that will 
be coming at the end of Phase 3, 
presenting us officially with the first 
Infinity Stone. While the Tesseract 
is also an Infinity Stone, the Aether 
is the first we really see presented 
to the Collector at the end of the 
film, who is trying to gather up all 
of the Infinity Stones to place in the 
Infinity Gauntlet. But back to the 
story of Thor: The Dark World. We 
see anewrealm make its presence 


known. The Dark Elves of Svartalfheim 
are determined to take advantage of a 
cosmic event known as the Convergence, 
when the nine realms line up perfectly, 
and intend to use the Aether to destroy 
the galaxy. After the death of their 
mother, Frigga, played by Rene Russo, 
at the hands of a creation of the Dark 
Elves, Thor and Loki team up to defeat 
the Dark Elves. It appears as though Loki 
gives his life to save Thor during a battle, 
before Thor goes to London to defeat the 
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leader of the Dark Elves, Malekith, played 
by Christopher Eccleston. Though in the 
final scene, we are shown that Loki has 
indeed made it back to Asgard safe and 
sound, and has also taken the throne in 
the form of Odin. We're all still waiting to 
find out just what happened there... 


NEXT: 
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER 


CAPTAIN AMERICA 


THE WINTER SOLDIER 
(2014) 


Remember how | mentioned the change 
of James “Bucky” Barnes’ origin story into = 
the Captain America universe? Well here's 
where it really falls into place. While this 
was still part of the original character, 
changing Bucky from the teenager into 
Steve Rogers dearest childhood friend, 
who used to save him from getting beat up 
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more power. | know | mentioned about 
spoilers above, but if you have not heard 
who the Winter Soldier is, then move along 
or be spoiled! Phase 2 starts to go fairly 
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with starting a surveillance program to try 


to catch individuals before they commit 
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SHIELD ages ago and has been working 
toward their own goals ever since. Using the 
ultimate tool, the Winter Soldier, they have 
managed to stay on target, but all of that 
comes apart when Captain America sees 
who the Soldier is. In a final fight between 
himself and Winter Soldier, Steve refuses 
to fight his oldest and dearest friend. We 
are left with Bucky Barnes, a broken man, 
who saves Steve Rogers from drowning In 


the Potomac River before disappearing. 


The HYDRA created assassin becomes a 
ghost, leaving Captain America with trying 
to sort out just how his friend had survived 
a tragic fall in Captain America: The First 
Avenger only to become whatever it was 
HYDRA had created. 
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NEXT: 


GUARDIANS OF THE 
GALAXY 


(2014) 


Were Thor: The Dark World and 
Captain America: The Winter Soldier 


a little too dark for you? Here's your 
palate cleanser, Guardians of the 
Galaxy. We are back to origin stories, 
but rather than that of one character, 
it's of a team instead. After a brief 
glimpse into the backstory of Peter 
Quill, our main hero, we are shown 
the world he now lives in after being 
taken from Earth. Peter Quill, who 
prefers to be called Star-Lord and 
is played by Chris Pratt, is a human 
who was basically abducted by aliens 
and grew up in space with a group 
of pirates called Ravagers. After he 
takes an orb that a Kree (another 
alien race) villain named Ronan the 
Accuser (played by Lee Pace] wants, 
he is chased and arrested by the 


Nova Corps, the military force for the 


Raccoon [voiced by Bradley Cooper) who is 


Xandar people. In prison, he meets up 

with a few of the others who were arrested at = a science experiment, and Groot (voiced by 
the same time, one of whom was pursuing = Vin Diesel) who is more or less a living tree. 
him. Gamora, played by Zoe Saldana, is = Together, they defeat Ronan, along with the 
one of Thanos daughters who was loaned = help of the Nova Corps, who are determined 
to Ronan in a deal they made together. In = to save their people. And thus the Guardians 
exchange for the orb, Ronan would finally = of the Galaxy are born. 


have the ability to destroy the Xandar. In 


NEXT: 
AVENGERS: AGE 
on Ronan, who killed his family, Rocket = OF ULTRON 


addition to Gamora, he also meets up with 


AVENGERS 


AGE OF ULTRON 
(2015) 


Back into the fray we go, The Avengers must 
team up again, this time to face off against 
not just HYDRA, but also a creation of Tony 
Stark in an attempt to try and bring more 
order to the world. This creation is known 
as Ultron. In probably the creepiest scene 
in MCU history thus far, Ultron [voiced by 
James Spader) stumbles out of the elevator 
in the destroyed body of one of Tony’s robots. 
He reveals that he has killed Jarvis, Tony’s Al 
Personal Assistant. After a fight using some 
of Tony's new creations, robots called the 
lron Legion, he escapes through the internet. 
To make a perfect world, Ultron believes he 
has to kill the Avengers, as they have caused 
so much destruction in their fight to save 
the world. The Avengers find refuge from 
Ultron on Clint Barton’s farm, where he’s 
been hiding his true life from the rest of the 
Avengers. Clint has had a wife, daughter, 
and has a second child on the way this whole 
time. Meanwhile, Ultron has allies that he 
has found in Sokovia, a war torn Eastern 
European nation. Pietro (Aaron  Taylor- 
Johnson) and Wanda Maximoff (Elizabeth 
Olsen), orphans who blame Stark Industries 
for their plight and have been transformed 
intoman made Mutants. Pietrowith the ability 
to run at high speeds and Wanda able to take 
over minds and twist realities. This results 
in another battle where part of Sokovia Is 
ripped from it’s roots and raised into the air, 
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Ultron intending to cause mass destruction 
by dropping the large land mass from an 
astonishing height. At this point, Pietro and 
Wanda have realized they are on the wrong 
side, and we have a new Avenger. Jarvis 
survived his attack, but changed as well. 
Taking over a body that Ultron had created 
for himself with the stone that had been 
hiding inside of Loki’s captured scepter, the 
Mind Stone, we are finally able to physically 
meet Jarvis, now as Vision. We lose Pietro, 
who sacrifices himself to save Clint, but the 
Battle of Sokovia is won, though at a cost, 
and Ultron is defeated. 
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The Avengers: Age of Ultron dropped 
(pun not intended) a lot of depressing 
realities onto the Avengers, and the 
fans of the MCU, and Marvel was nice 
enough to give us all a little break 
again. Ant-Man, while not the story of 
the original creator of the hero and the 
science involved, scientist Hank Pym, 
he is heavily involved and was well 
played by Michael Douglas. Instead, we 
get the redemption story of the second 
incarnation of Ant-Man, Scott Lang, 
played by Paul Rudd. Scott Lang has 
just been released from prison after 
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doing time for using his masters degree [7 .2303"rea.6))s 


in electrical engineering to become a 


professional criminal. This time around out the shrinking technology and takes on 


he swears he won't go back to that life, = the suit as Yellowjacket. Scott has to protect 
though he struggles with finding a job and = his family and Hank’s legacy by fighting 
ends up doing one more, which just happens = Yellowjacket. He almost loses himself in 
to be breaking into Hank Pym’s home to = the fight, finding he has to go smaller than 
steal the Ant-Man costume and technology. = Hank was ever willing to go after losing his 
After being approached by Hank Pym, he's = wife that way, slipping into the mechanics of 
given some training in the suit and taught = Yellow jacket’s suit to destroy it. He finds his 
about the technology that allows Ant-Man to = way back, unlike Hank’s wife, giving Hank 
shrink and even talk to and train actual ants. = and his daughter, Hope, a chance to possibly 
Hank has been forced out of his company, = try to find her again. 

who Is determined to make a new Ant-Man, 


but as a weapon this time. This time it will = 
be a super soldier who can be small enough = NEXT 


CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
CIVIL WAR 


to get through key holes. Hank’s former 


protege, Darren Cross (Corey Stoll], figures 


CIVIL WAR 
(2016) 


Welcome to Phase 3. This is the movie 
comic fans have been holding their 
breath for, praying that it would go the 
route it did in the comics. You see, in 
the comics, people die, very important 
people, and most of us didn't want to 
see that in live action. Instead, Captain 
America: Civil War focuses on the main 
issues, that Tony Stark feels a registry 
for heroes is OK and Steve Rogers 
disagrees, causing a divide between the 
Avengers. Some go one way while Steve 
takes others and goes to find his friend, 
Bucky Barnes, who has been on the 
run since the end of Captain America: 
Winter Soldier. Bucky has been framed 
for murdering the leader of the African 
Nation Wakanda. This death causes 
the son of the former leader, T’Challa 
(Chadwick Boseman], to take on the 
mantle of the Black Panther and hunt 
after Barnes for revenge. With the 
Avengers divided, both sides recruit, 
Tony bringing in Spider-Man [Tom 
Holland) for his debut in the MCU, while 
Steve brings in his own insect lover, Ant- 
Man. The two sides clash before there 
is the ultimate fight between Iron Man, 
Captain America, and the Winter Soldier. 
As it turns out, Bucky was framed by 
Colonel Helmut Zemo, a citizen of Sokovia 
seeking revenge. I’Challa, understanding 
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Bucky was not his father’s killer, gives 
Bucky and Steve refuge in Wakanda as 
they work to find a way to remove the 
programming that HYDRA forced upon 
Barnes over all those years. 
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The second film in Phase 3, we are 
introduced to the cocky and arrogant 
Doctor Stephen Strange played 
by Benedict Cumberbatch. After 
a terrible car accident (don’t text 
and drive, people!) his career as a 
surgeon is ruined. He spends all of 
his money trying to find a way to cure 
himself, pushing away everyone he’s 
ever cared about besides himself 
(which is one person, it seems]. WIth 
nothing left, he finds himself in Tibet 
in search ofthe Kamar- Taj. Desperate 
he finally finds this 
elusive organization and is allowed training 


and_ broke, 


from the Ancient One (Tilda Swinton). He’s 
come into the fold at possibly the worst 
time, though, as the former protege of the 
Ancient One, Kaecilius, played by Mads 
Mikkelsen, 
power of darkness, Dormammu, in order 


is working for the ultimate 


to take down the Kamar-Taj. Stephen finds 
he has extraordinary powers within himself 
and works to bring them out through his 
training. He finds ways to help his hands 
work by using mind over matter, more 
or less, and using these skills, helps the 
Kamar-Taj against Kaecilius. 
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There's your recap, now you're ready for 
what Marvel holds for us this year. We've 
got three more coming our way this year, 
starting with Guardians of the Galaxy: 
Volume 2, then Spider-Man: Homecoming, 
and Thor: Ragnarok. A lot of serious things 
will probably go down this year, and while 
you can never really be emotionally ready 
for what Marvel might throw at you, at least 
now you re full of knowledge. Look forward 
to Guardians in May, Spider-Man in July, 
and Thor in November. It’s going to be an 
interesting year! 
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SHORT FILMS 


JANUARY 2017 


Sometimes a short film isn’t a complete 
narrative, or a story with a start, middle and 
end. It’s more about exploring a theme, or 
a moment in a bigger story. These simple 
moments can make for really effective and 
enjoyable short films, here two of the many 
available online today. 
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DIRECTED BY 
MISCHA ROZEMA 
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Voyager 1, the unmanned spacecraft launched In 1977 to explore the outer solar system - is the 
first man-made object to reach the furthest reaches of our solar system. So far from the sun, it 
witnesses unimaginable beauty and desolation. In this film, Voyager represents the memories 
of loved ones and lives that will never disappear. The premise is that in the grand scheme of 
the universe, nothing Is ever wasted, even when ground to dust it becomes part of something 
greater. Essentially: we are all Stardust. 


The film was inspired by and dedicated to fellow Dutch graphic designer Arjan Groot, who died 
aged 39 from cancer. 


JAKKU: FIRST WAVE shane 


DIRECTED BY 
BENJAMIN ECK 


WWW.BENJAMINECK.COM 


The armor. | just wanted to wear the armor.” Moments before taking part in the Battle of Jakku, 
three stormtroopers try to shake off their nervousness by telling each other what made them join 
the Imperial Army. It’s a clever little moment that hangs nicely together, to give a flip side’ story 
of one the many iconic battles in the Star Wars universe. Like The Force Awakens’ and Finn, the 
focus here is creating real people and origin stories for three of the many faceless stormtroopers. 
It's a one set conversation, simple but nicely effective, exploring just a moment in the middle of a 
vast story. 


These kids of shorts stand or fall on how cleverly they explore those moments within their parent 
material. This one definitely works and is well worth a watch. 


FILM REVIEW 


PLIT 


FROM M. NIGHT SHYAMALAN 


BY DAISY FOX 


So this month | just had to add in a quick review of Split, 
the film that has critics reeling and will leave you wanting 
so much more. Also, it is in the cinema as we speak! So 
you need to get over and see It while you still can, because 
it's simply brilliant. 

This is the latest film from the visionary director M. 
Night Shyamalan, known for good and bad films alike, 
such as The Visit (2015) which was just bizarre to say the 
least, The Last Airbender (2010) and contrasting brilliant 
films like The Village (2004), Signs (2002) and of course, 
The Sixth Sense (1999] which had audiences mesmerized 
throughout. Despite his unpredictable levels of success, 
this one looked to have the makings of something brilliant 
and, thankfully, it is. 

The film shows three teenage girls thrown into 
a nightmarish situation when they find themselves 
kidnapped by a man named Kevin, who suffers with 
dissociative identity disorder, otherwise known as 
multiple personality disorder. Struggling to control all 23 
different personalities, the girls realise their only chance 
of survival is to befriend those parts of Kevin that are 
willing to listen, and begin a battle within. Trying to gain 
control over his personalities, Kevin's mental stability 
begins to deteriorate even more than it already has, 
leaving the girls with one choice to survive: help Kevin 
battle his demons. 

This enthralling tale of survivaland manipulation will 
leave you remembering it for a long to come and! am well 
and truly hooked on this movie! Well done Shyamalan! 
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War for The Planet of The Apes is a 
sequel to two of the most unexpectedly 
excellent films of the last decade, Rise 
of The Planet of The Apes (2011) and 
Dawn of The Planet of The Apes (2014). | 
dont think anyone expected this series 
to be as good as it is and “War” looks to 
continue that trend. 

The trailer begins with the Caesar- 
led 
across a beach. They have with them 


apes travelling on horseback 
a human child, whom they appear to 
be protecting. Certainly an interesting 


new wrinkle. Caesar narrates a little, 


giving us the standard “we didn’t ask 
for this war” stuff. We see a few shots of 
combat and lush forests, before a fight 
breaks out in a cave and we get the first 
showdown between Caesar and Woody 
The 
Colonel then takes his turn narrating 


Harrelson’s menacing Colonel. 


and talks about the desperation of the 
humans. We see a lot of fighting and 
even a shot of a kneeling Caesar with 
a gun to his head (if Caesar dies in this 
film | will cry like a fucking child, I’m not 
even ashamed]. The Colonel ends the 
trailer with the line “If we lose... It will 


be... A planet... Of Apes”. 
Urgh. Hmph. | don’t know 


how | feel about that line. 

Anyway, in spite of 
that “we some kind of 
Suicide Squad?” moment, 
the 


good. It seems to channel 


trailer was really 


what everyone loved 
about “Dawn” without 
rinsing and_ repeating. 


The only real issue with 
the previous film, in my 
opinion, was the lack of a 
compelling human enemy. 
Gary Oldman is obviously 
but 
his character in that film 


an amazing actor, 


lacked clear motivation. 
Woody Harrelson being 
such a large part of the 
marketing is definitely the 
right way to go. This builds 
him up asarealthreat, and 
helps us to understand 
and get our heads around 
his reasoning before we 
even see the film. He 
wants to save the human 
race. That’s simple and relatable. | just 
hope we see layers to his approach, so 
he isn't just some cartoon villain who 
wants to kill all the apes. 

| think above all else, I’m looking 
forward to Andy Serkis performance as 
Caesar, | think he was Oscar-worthy in 


JuL14 


his last outing so | expect this to be no 


different. I’m really excited to see how 
the story ends and hopefully we get a 
truly classic trilogy. Maybe the story's 
predictable, but actually | suspect 
they'll throw some surprises in there. 


We get to find out on July 14th 2017. 


BY CIRO CRISPINO 


“The fate of the universe lies on your shoulders. 
Now whatever you do... don't push this button.” 
These great words are given to us in the latest 
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol 2 trailer. Spoken by 
the wise and patient Rocket Raccoon to the one 
and only Baby Groot... who may or may not then 
run off with said button. 

Asahuge fan ofthis comicseries, Guardians 
of the Galaxy was possibly the first comic book 
movie that felt so amazingly authentic to the 
With the absolute dedication 
and respect that director James Gunn has 


source material. 


toward this property, | am feeling very impatient 
for Vol 2 to finally reach theatres. Slated to be 
released April 28th in the UK and May Sth in 
the US and Canada, this movie will kick off the 
summer movies for Marvel this year, and it looks 
like it will be tough to beat. 

The crew from the first movie have all 
returned, Star-Lord (Chris Pratt), Gamora (Zoe 
Saldana}, Drax (Dave Bautista], Rocket (voiced 
by Bradley Cooper], and of course, Baby Groot 


[voiced by Vin Diesel possibly on helium). We 
don't get a whole lot in this trailer, but earlier 
leaks and information tells us that we will be 
learning a lot about Peter Quill (Star-Lord). 

Karen Gillan is returning as Nebula, giving 
us one possible villain, unless this daughter 
of Thanos is looking to turn over a new leaf. 
Michael Rooker will also be back as Yondu, the 
interstellar bandit who saved’ young Peter by not 
turning him over to his father in the beginning 
of Guardians of the Galaxy. Who will play Peter’s 
dad? The one and only Kurt Russell as Ego the 
Living Planet. 

From here on, I'm going to just say that 
the story is largely speculation beyond what the 
movies IMDb page tells us. We don't want to 
put in any spoilers, of course, not that we have 
any (just yet). The mystery certainly does add 
to the intrigue of the story, though. Look out for 
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol 2 this year. Definitely 
a do not miss. 
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THE EMOJI MOVIE 


So, this is how the world ends, not with a “bang”, but with a “meh”. This trailer is trash, 
actually it’s worse than trash, it’s the metaphysical concept of trash. Basically it features 
the “meh” emoji being whimsically sullen, because he’s a “meh” emoji. Get it kids? Get 
it? Because we're millennials, just like you. After his monologue, we see an ice cream 
emoji complaining about melting under some lights, he then says “this is such a load 
of...” before realising that a shit emoji is within ear shot. The shit emoji then says “no go 
ahead, finish that sentence”. “IN 3D AUGUST 4TH, 2017”. Fuck this trailer. Fuck everyone 
behind this film. Actually it’s just been revealed that Patrick Stewart is playing the shit 


emoji. SIR Patrick Stewart. So fuck everything, | guess. 
BY CIRO CRISPINO 
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THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS 


u e way of analysis | can do 
for this trailer. It's standard Fast and the Furious 
fare. The team are driving cars and blowing stuff 
up. The only difference here is that Dom [Vin 
Diesel) appears to have turned to the dark side. It 
seems to indicate blackmail, but never confirms 
it. Maybe this'll be interesting, it probably won't 
be, but there’s always a chance. Dom turns on 


Hobbs (Johnson) and gets him sent to prison, but 


we see him break out in the trailer, so what was 
the point really? After this we get the obligatory 
morose montage, everyone is sad because of 
“family”. It turns out that Dom is working with 
Charlize Theron’s terrorist mastermind Cipher 
and Kurt Russell is leading the charge against 
her. 


Dwayne Johnson seems to be the defacto 
hero now as we see him bust out of prison with 
old rival Jason Statham. We do get the admittedly 
pretty cool line “I will beat you like a cherokee 
drum” from the Rock, and he delivers it with 
gusto. In my opinion Johnson is a step above 
Diesel as a protagonist, so that’s a plus. 

I'm sure the action will be good, but nothing 
will change or develop. For me this series peaked 
at Fast Five (2011) and has essentially operated 
with clang association ever since. They won't stop 
anytime soon and | get it, there’s a recognisable 
modicum of fun that can be derived from these 
films. Don't expect anything new though, | can 
pretty much guarantee that. The film releases 
on the 14th April 2017. 

BY CIRO CRISPINO 
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LEAP! (BALLERINA) 


Leap!, formerly known as Ballerina, comes to us from French director Eric 
Summer and first time director Eric Warin. It’s an animated tale of two orphans 
working hard to find their way in the world together. Starring the voice talents of 
Elle Fanning and Dane DeHaan as the main characters, Félicie Milliner and her 
friend, Victor. Félicie wants to be a ballerina, and seems to have a style of dance 
all her own, and a grace as well. Victor is an inventor and is driven to become the 
greatest inventor of all time. Together, they leave their home, the orphanage, to 
go to Paris in search for their destinies. Looking to be a great family film, Leap! is 
heading our way March 3rd. 


ELISABETH SILLS 


oe a 
EE pe. 
Ph hk 


- kT 


ferifar (far 
Ta 


62 


THE BELKO EXPERIMENT 


Have you ever wanted to mix Office Space with Battle Royale? Well, James 
Gunn and those at Blumhouse Productions have done that for you. The Belko 
Experiment is an upcoming horror movie that bases itself in an office building. 


As the building starts to go on a full lockdown, the employees are told that 


thirty of them have to die. If thirty of the eighty employees in the building 
aren't dead after two hours, the company will kill sixty. This is where it really 
screams Battle Royale, as it looks like there might be explosives implanted 
in the necks of the employees, giving the company control over who lives and 
who dies with one flick of a switch. Directed by Greg McLaren of Wolf Creek 
fame, and starring actors such as Adria Arjona, Josh Baner, Tony Goldwyn, 
John Gallagher Jr, Sean Gunn, and John C. McGinley, it looks as if this will 
be a rare comedic horror movie. Feeling a bit like it could be in the same 
universe as Cabin in the Woods, The Belko Experiment looks to be a different 
and entertaining horror movie for 2017. 
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Preacher is a Television adaptation 
of a comic book series of the same 
name. Created by Garth Ennis, a 
comic bookwriting legend, Preacher 
is a visit into a dark and strange 
world through the eyes of the three 
main characters, Jesse Custer, Tulip 
O’Hare, and Cassidy. 


THE TOWNSFOLK OF ANNVILLE, 
TEXAS - We all have that strange person 
who lives in the area and is kind of known to 
be strange. There’s cat ladies, recluses [I’m 
that person in my neighborhood), and grumpy 
old men who want you off their lawn, and then 
there's Annville, Texas. Annville seems to be full 
of these people, and their strange stories can 


almost be a television series all their own... very 
TWIN PEAKS. 


COME FOR THE PREACHING, STAY 
FOR THE IRISH VAMPIRE - Cassidy is 


possibly the best character in the comic as 


well as the TV show. Played by Joseph Gilgun, 
Cassidy is equal parts endearing and offensive 
in the way he handles himself. He’s been around 
the block a few times, and maybe never had 
the best social skills, but he’s better than most 
people... certainly a bit better at handling himself 
than Jesse gets to be. 
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THEANGELS- Supernaturalintroducedus 
to angels who can be, well, dicks according 

to one of the main characters in the series, 
Dean Winchester. This idea may have come from 
the angels in Preacher, who are on Earth after a 
supernatural being escaped from heaven. They 
are NOT the brightest crayons in the box, to be 
nice, but they are certainly determined to find 
the being before heaven realizes something is 
missing. 


ARSEFACE - Ever wanted to feel bad 
for an attempted murderer? Here's your 


chance. His name is Eugene Root, which 
was never revealed in the comics, and his father 
is the sheriff of Annville. In the comics, Eugene 


attempted suicide trying to emulate Kurt Cobain. 
In the show, it was in reaction to his subsequent 
anger at being rejected by and then attacking 
a fellow student, Tracy Loach. Since then, 
he’s changed his ways, and while he’s hard to 
understand, he’s almost wise beyond his years 
at times. 


TULIP - While the characterization of 
Jesse's closest friend and ex-girlfriend, 

Tulip O'Hare, played by Ruth Negga, isn't 

the best writing of a woman in TV history, she’s 
still interesting. Tough willed and from a rough 
background, this southern woman is no belle. 
What she is though, is full of a particular set of 
skills that will get her out of almost any tight 


position. She's a survivor, and one can respect 
that. 


THE STORY - Unlike most comic books, 
Preacher was one of the first truly dark 
series that worked to ignore the Comic 
Book Code of the time that restricted what 
comics could do. Every character is developed 
well, and has a story that tends to be dark but 
also feels organic and authentic, not going too 
far to seem overdone. 


GENESIS - Ever wanted a power to order 
people around and demand that people 

do exactly what you tell them to do? Well 
that’s Genesis. | won't say any more than that, 
though, bit of spoiler territory. 
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Hee 
RELIGION - Preacherisa story aboutasouthern 
preacher who Is desperately trying to be a good 


person despite his past. The story challenges 
religion, but doesn't toss it out the window. It gives a 
perspective on Christianity and Catholicism that shows 
there are ups and downs to everything, and we're all 
free to make our own decisions. 


GD ettenticrry - Not all comic book 
adaptations have been able to stay authentic 


and survive. We saw that just a few years ago 


when Constantine tried its hardest to make everyone 
happy and was cancelled after half a season. On basic 
cable, a show like Preacher could never survive, but on 
AMC, it is allowed to stay fairly authentic to the source 
material, making it so much fun to watch. 


10 a COOPER - Dominic Cooper has 
been making his mark since Captain America: 


The First Avenger as Howard Stark. He plays 


Jesse Custer, and as a Brit, does an astonishing Texas 
accent. He is the best reason to watch this show, as he 
disappears into the characters he plays. Jesse couldn't 
be played by anyone else, | think, at this point, and 
Dominic's talent and dedication makes the outlandish 
storyline for his character some how work and feel so 
possible. 


SEASON 2 OF PREACHER RETURNS 
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With Resident Evil: The Last Chapter 
in cinemas on Feb 3rd, it seemed only 
just to see off this incredible franchise 
with one last trip to where it all began. 
Of course, strictly speaking it all began 
with the brilliant and terrifying games 
(starting all the way back in 1996] 
where players interacted with Alice... 
correction, Jill Valentine, as she tried to 
stay alive as the world was going mad 
around her. Needing to solve puzzles | 
along the way, the 2D nightmare got 
worse as the games went! 

However, as this is the Film and TV 
Mag, we shall have to jump ahead to the 
first film made in 2002, starring the now 


infamous Milla Jovovich in the classic 
red dress and boots from the game. The can all agree, that was a mistake... 

film took the world by storm when other game- But thanks to scary zombies popping out, 
to-film adaptations failed so terribly, forexample, _ brilliant visual effects and great acting, Resident 
the atrocity that was DOOM in 2005. I’m sure we _ Evil skyrocketed into horror history, making a 
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total of now seven films and billions of dollars. 

The first film follows Alice, an ordinary wife 
suffering from amnesia, who finds herself in a 
virus fuelled zombie apocalypse when armed 
forces break into her house and find a trap door to 
an underground military lab. Dazed and confused 
as to what is happening, Alice must find a way 
to survive and regain control before the T Virus’ 
takes over the world. With help from unexpected 
friends and an Al named the Red Queen, the group 
must undertake moral dilemmas of survival, not 
just the inevitable attack from zombies. 

Will Alice make it out alive for another six 
films? The only way oftruly knowing is re-watching 
this classic horror film, and then going to watch 
the new one, which | for one am so excited about 
| could chew my own arm off! No doubt it will be 
leaving us all with plot twists, amazing graphics 
and great fights with even more ridiculous 
monsters sprouted from the imagination of the 
game developers. 

As sad as it is that the end has come, at 
some stage the films became all about the money 
and began to lose the audience and the real fans. 
Me, on the other hand, loved every single one, no 
matter how far fetched they became! | will fondly 
miss Alice on her adventures, but it will be very 
satisfying to see her back in Raccoon City, up 
against the Red Queen and see those dastardly 
villains finally get some comeuppance after all 
these years. 

Alice? Milla? Thank you for all your virus 
combatting, zombie and mutant killing, brilliant 
Superpowers and one liners over the last 15 
years! You will go down in history with the greats 
and be sorely missed. 


...unless they reboot it next year... 
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HORROR FILM OF THE MONTH 
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With Rings being released on February 2nd, it seemed 
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it all began. This might make you think of the American 
remake The Ring (2002); however, for me, nothing comes 
close to the original film that sparked sequels, remakes and 
spinoffs worldwide. | 


Ringu is more frightening, more emotive and evel 


n=tteli-Ten carla lan aearlacell(lni-\e Ma mixelaaheatcMiaten-vellel(-Wella-ve 
Hideo Nakata and based on a novel from 1991, Ringu w 
on to make horror history and led Nakata to go on to suct 
films as Dark Water (2002), Death Note (2007) and The Rin 
2, in both Asian and American remakes. This horror classic 
is still renowned in the IMDb top 100 horrors ever made! 
The basic outline for all of the Ring films is as follows: a 
mysterious and cursed videotape has the power to unleash 
the terrorized spirit of a little girl called Sadako, who died 
well before her time, and seemingly ona mission for revenge. 
With only seven days to live after watching it, there is little 


opportunity to solve the mystery of what happened to her. 
Why is she trapped in the tape? What did she go through to 
make her such a vengeful spirit? And most of all, can she be 
stopped before she kills again? 

Reiko, a news reporter and the next unsuspecting 
victim, gains the tape and lets her professional drive for a 
‘killer’ story get the better of her. Refusing to accept her 
fate, Reiko goes on a mission to solve the mystery of the 
girls untimely demise in the hopes to prevent her own. But 
with time running out, can she prevent any more suffering 
before Sadako comes for her? 

Rings promises to throw in more modern twists and 
turns, adapting the videotape to a viral recording, letting 
her come kicking and screaming into 2016! Fingers crossed 
that this film lives up to the reputation of the franchise, and 
doesn't destroy it like The Blair Witch did. 
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